
Henry Hurt 


July 18, 1983 


Dear Harold, 

Thank you lor your letter concerning the so-called 
Morong diary. I feel negligent in presenting it to you 
in a fashion that suggested anything exotic or unusual 
about its coming into my hands. Let me explain exactly 
how I got it. 


In the course of talking to as many people as possible 
about the case, someone mentioned the Morong diary. It 
possibly was Mary Ferrell or it could have been Gary Shaw. 

It was mentioned as a document that had long been discarded. 
My understanding is that Morong mailed it to Penn Jones 
some years ago and that he made copies available to any 
researchers who wanted it. The copy I got came from Gary 
Shaw, at my request. No one I know has tried to say there 
is anything to it, but I found it interesting enough to 
read it and seek your opinion. To my mind, it had the ring 
of a contemporaneous record, and I enormously value your 
comments and general opinion of it. 

As for Morong, there really is an Adam 
Omaha. Tom Noonan, a private researcher (not 
specialist) who does some work for me, talked to Morong 
and certainly had the impression that he was not up to 
anything fishy. He claims he found the material as de- 
scribed. 

I am only explaining all of this because I should have 
done so in the first instance. While your assessment probably 
is right on the mark, I still wish that I had a good feel for 
why someone would go to the trouble of creating such a false 
document. I admit that its very sloppiness of content was one 
of the reasons I found it interesting — the repeating of an 
obvious non-fact regarding the Walker shooting. I am very 
grateful to you for looking at it and value your reaction. 
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I am still looking forward to going over my Oswald/spy 
chapter with you--I hope very soon. On behalf of the News 
& Gossip staff, I apologize. The fault is with their typist 
— me ! — who has been terribly lazy lately. I hope things are 
well with you and Lil, and I look forward beingL»in touch 
soon . 
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